Project Status

NWR 

Peter Frampton is returning to the North West River project from June 05 to Sep 01.  He will assist with the installation, operation, maintenance and removal of the salmon fence in the North West River and salmon population monitoring, fishery administration and data entry.  Tyrone Mulrooney will also participate in the project from June 05 to August 25.

Aquatic Research Monitoring 

Mervin Langdon is back with us again this year until October 27.  Allison Stagg will be assisting Mervin with this project.  She will be employed for a period of 5 weeks.  

Terra Nova National Park is currently involved in several aquatic conservation projects.  These include developing monitoring protocols for the Quebec Atlantic bioregion, developing sustainable fisheries management approaches and supporting management related to academic research.  Mervin will participate in a variety of resource conservation projects over the summer.  Projects will involve extensive fieldwork, sometimes in remote locations.  Sampling techniques will include fyke netting, electrofishing, and benthic invertebrate kicknetting.  

Fyke netting: fyke net A long bag net distended by hoops, into which fish can pass easily, without being able to return. 

Electrofishing:  Electrofishing involves passing an electric current through the water to draw fish to the surface where they can be captured alive in a dip net. When conducted from a specially equipped boat, a generator causes the metal boat acts as the cathode, which discharges electrons into the water. The electric current passes through the water and is picked up by positively charged wires (anodes) dangling from booms on the front of the boat. Fish within the current are stunned and orient in the direction of the current flow, swimming toward the anodes

Benthic invertebrate kicknetting.  This involves walking backwards upstream in a zig-zag motion disturbing the substrate with your feet.  A fine meshed net is held by the kicknetter to trap aquatic invertebrates that are flushed by the current.  

Compliance

John Feltham will be back beginning the May 24 weekend for the duration of the summer season.   His duties will include the implementation of the visitor wildlife education program and campground compliance in Newman Sound/Malady Head.

Trail Guide

Karla Marshall completed the Road to the Beaches trail guide through a JCP project in co-operation with the Park and a steering committee.  The committee consisted of representatives from all the Road to the Beaches communities as well as Edythe Goodridge, Greg Stroud, Karla Marshall and myself.. There has been discussion regarding setting up a hiking club, possible repairs and expansion on existing trails and marketing of the trail system.  

This project will be revisited at a future date.

Wildlife Research and Monitoring

Ross Collier will be employed through us from May 15 to Sep01.  Terra Nova park is currently involved in assessing the habitat associations and population dynamics of meadow voles prior to and following the establishment of red-backed voles in eastern Newfoundland.  Ross will be involved in a variety of conservation projects over summer including small mammal sampling using live-capture techniques.  Animals will be measured, weighed and marked with an ear-tag.  

Eco-system Monitoring

Tyrone Mulrooney is returning this year to do three separate projects.  The first takes place from April 18 through June 13.  He will assist in the pre-selection of all forest bird transects along previously established trails, roads, power lines or the park boundary for ease of access and timing and determine 80 sites prior to June 1st.  He will visit all 80 points in spring prior to the breeding bird season (April 17 to June 4).  Information on ground vegetation and other habitat characteristics will be recorded at this time.

Newfoundland Marten Recovery

From Aug 28 to October 27 Tyrone Mulrooney will participate in a variety of ecosystem science projects over the work period.  Project will involve extensive fieldwork, sometimes in remote locations.  Marten capture and handling will be conducted using standard live-capture techniques. Animals will be measured, weighed, permanently marked (PIT tag or radio-collar). All data collected will require entry into a database according to Parks Canada standards (including metadata).

Eco-Business Project

The project has been completed, results have been posted on our website, an ad has been placed in the TN Sounds and a large sign will be erected at the bottom of the Traytown access road.  Kim Murphy did a fabulous job.  Her next project, Educating peers on sustainable living did not get funded.  

