Reducing highway impacts of fish passage in Terra Nova National Park
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Restoration action was taken on three culverts situated on small high gradient streams on the Trans-Canada Highway in Terra Nova National Park.  The objective was to re-establish natural fish movements and naturalize stream habitat.  Old corrugated pipe culverts were replaced with oversized pipe culverts set at grade, modified with concrete scour baffles and bedded with large substrate.  Restoration action was evaluated by comparing environmental conditions, fish density, and invertebrate diversity within restored and unrestored culverts and in adjacent natural reaches.  This approach shows promise for reducing highway impacts on fish populations.

